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Celebration of Life — Ken Magoon 
 

In loving memory of Kenneth Magoon, please join his 
wife, Diane, and daughter, Kaitlin, together with 
friends and family, in a celebration of his life on 
Sunday, September 16th. Ken, a long-time RRFF 
member, passed away at home on July 24th. His family 
would like to invite Ken’s RRFF friends and comrades 
for tributes, photo remembrances, fellowship, and 
light refreshment at Legends Restaurant at the 
Bennett Valley Golf Course from 11:00am until 
2:00pm. 
 

RSVPs are appreciated. Casual attire is suggested. 
Please send questions and RSVPs to: 
CelebratingKenMagoon@gmail.com  
 

 

President’s Message 
We remember Ken Magoon 
 

As most of you have heard, our RRFF Board 
Secretary and Outings Chairman Ken Magoon passed 
away last month.  In honor of his contributions to 
the club over the decades, the board decided to 
dedicate this month’s CAST newsletter to our 
memories of Ken.  For those of you who can say they 
knew him well, I am sure that you will find yourself 
nodding in affirmation as you read the stories in this 
issue.  For those of you who are new to RRFF or did 
not have a chance to work, travel or fish with Ken, I 
hope these tributes will inspire you to donate your 
time, knowledge, enthusiasm and caring to our club 
as Ken Magoon always did.                           
                                                                           ~ Ed Barich 

The Fish of a Thousand Casts… 
 

That’s the name given to our coastal steelhead by 
those who have pursued them and (hopefully) been 
able to finally land one. Fly fishing opportunities in 
Sonoma County tend to be few and far between 
compared to more rural areas, so maybe it’s a good 
thing that catching our local number-one game fish is a 
genuine challenge. I know this to be true since I have 
hooked only one Russian River steelie in ten years, and 
I have yet to bring one to hand. Those who have been 
more successful than me have no doubt put in their 
thousand casts – the only proven method to make the 
magic happen. 
 

The good news is that Mother Nature has smiled on us 
this fall and brought early rains to our drought-
shrunken streams. I called the State Coastal Rivers Low 
Flow Hotline today (707-822-3164 for Mendocino 

 

County and 707-944-5533 for Sonoma, Marin, and 
Napa counties) and heard that the Russian and 
Gualala rivers are open for fishing. So watch the 
weather reports and the on-line stream flow gauges 
and wait for that “not too steelie-green” clearer 
water that works best for tempting our native trout 
that wanders the Pacific for years, but always 
comes back home to Sonoma County where it was 
born. 
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 Ken Magoon – RRFF Life Member 
(Photo by Greg Jacobs) 
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Ken Magoon. . . a kind man who always had a 
person’s interest in mind . . . whatever it was.  Ken 
always made “people”, members or non-members, 
feel welcome at our club functions.  This became 
evident to me April 12 at our 2013 Pyramid Lake 
outing when he helped Sheryl Fitzgerald land her 
first Lahontan cutthroat trout on a fly.  When it was 
all over, he turned to me with a smile and said, “Now 
let’s get the fly out of my hand” (hence the posture 
of his left hand in the photo).  I chuckled with him 
and he said, “that’s the good thing about barbless”.  
Ken always acknowledged members for good deeds, 
participation, and contributions to the club, and 
certainly is a big loss of a driving force for the 
Russian River Fly Fishers. 
 

Aloha Ken,                                                  ~ Lorrin Ngum 
 
 

 
My memories of Ken Magoon date back to when I 
first joined the Club.  I signed up for the Pyramid 
Lake outing that Ken was leading.  He told me what 
to bring and how to get there.  When I arrived, I was 
a little apprehensive because I didn’t know anybody 
in the club and I had no idea how to fish Pyramid.  
Ken showed me where I was staying, explained how 
the weekend was going to work and introduced me 
to people.  The next day we all met up and went 
fishing.  Ken took the time to explain how to fish 
Pyramid and got me started.  He checked on me 
often to offer words of encouragement and tips.  He 
basically did everything he could to set me up with 
the best chance of catching a fish, and sure enough I 
did catch a fish.  It was the largest fish that I have 
ever caught!  I don’t know how much fishing Ken got 
to do that day, but he did his best to see that all the 
people new to Pyramid got a good chance to catch a 
fish.  When Sunday started off slow, he tied some 
new flies on the beach and handed them to club 
members.  I drove home from the weekend with a 
smile on my face and a warm feeling about the club.  
Every time I went to a meeting, Ken always made 
sure to say hello and see how I was doing.  His 
warmth and kind heart really embodies what the 
Club is all about.  I will miss him. 
 

~ Gregg Wrisley 
 
 

 
Pay Your Dues and Win a Prize! 

 

Have your paid your 2018/2019 RRFF membership 
dues yet? Well, if you haven’t, we have an incentive 
for you to do it soon. Sportsman’s Warehouse in 
Rohnert Park has donated a $100 gift certificate to 
the RRFF and we are going to raffle it off at our 
September 12 General Meeting. All you have to do 
to be eligible for the raffle is (1.) pay your dues 
before the meeting and (2.) show up to receive your 

Check out the Russian River Fly Fishers 
on the Internet at 

www.rrflyfisher.org 
 

for outings information, RRFF events, 
member news, photos and more! 

Ken and friends at Lake Davis Outing… 
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ticket and put it in the tumbler. Remember you must 
be present to win – so we are looking forward to a 
good turnout! 
 

Paying your dues is easy. You can pay online with 
your credit card at www.rrflyfisher.org , or send a 
check payable to: Russian River Fly Fishers to: 
Russian River Fly Fishers, c/o Mike Spurlock, 20 San 
Domingo Way, Novato, CA 94945. Do it today! 

 
 

 

 

 
I joined the RRFF over five years ago with a very 
limited knowledge of fly fishing.  Since I have been a 
member, I participated in many club outings lead by 
Ken.   Ken generously shared his vast fly fishing 
knowledge with me.  He helped me improve my fly 
casting technique, line setups, know the fly hatches, 
fly selections, understand stillwater drop-offs, river 
seams and pocket water.  I thoroughly enjoyed 
fishing with Ken.   
 

He made his club outings a great experience - 
encouraging teamwork through campsite sharing, 
contributing to the great potluck dinners, and 
sharing campfire stories of the day’s fishing 
adventures.   It was obvious that Ken was very 
passionate about the RRFF and its members.   He 
was always involved in club functions, showing great 
leadership at board and club meetings, helping with 
casting instruction, cleaning the pond, and much 
more.    
 

Even with Ken’s weakened heart condition, I was 
amazed that he made the last club outing at Lake 
Almanor participating in the sport he loved.  It was 
great seeing Ken do what he really enjoyed - fly 
fishing with friends at that last outing.   I will miss his 
enthusiasm, leadership, and friendship.  He will 
always be remembered and missed. 
 

~ Chris Castellucci 
 
 
 

Ken on the Fall River (photo by Walt Kruse)… 

Ken with friends at the Lake Almanor Hex Hatch Outing… 

Ken with a Gualala River steelhead (photo by Ed Barich)… 
 

http://www.rrflyfisher.org/
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I fished with Ken quite often in the past 5 or 6 years.  
I saw him hook 12 Steelhead and land them all, one 
day on the Trinity.  I saw him land the biggest trout 
of his life on the Williamson.  He had the biggest fish 
on our club outing to Henderson Springs.   And on 
his last trip to the Fall River with my Sebastopol 
friends, he had the biggest trout of the week.  But he 
was more than a “very fine fisherman”. 
  

He gave unselfishly to so many causes.  He organized 
club trips, promoted membership, and was on the 
club board for years.  I remember one of the first 
club trips I made to the Trinity, when Ken opened up 
the back of his truck and served lunch to everyone.  
Beyond the club, he spent many hours observing 
hawk behavior at the Jenner Headlands project.  He 
and Diane led a team on the annual Audubon 
Christmas Count.  In short, he was an amateur 
scientist in the best sense of the word. 
 

He and his family cared for so many dogs, including 
his beloved Pearl, whose five litters went to the CCI 
as therapy and assistance dogs.  And he had a 
distinguished career for over thirty years in the 
Sociology Department at the SRJC.  Finally, Ken was a 
wonderful fishing companion, and he shared a 
lifetime of knowledge with me.  I only hope he 
enjoyed my company as well. 
 

~ Greg Jacobs.  
 

 
 
Some of my most memorable outings with Ken 
occurred when he and I would camp and fish at 
Manzanita Lake, and then spend another four days 
at a cabin on the Fall River.  I had the good fortune 
to do these trips for many years.  Our 
journeys would usually involve stopping at 
McDonald's for a McMuffin and hash browns.  Then 
came our trip to the grocery store for additional 
supplies, where I'm sure we must have looked like 
Laurel & Hardy wandering around the store trying to 
make a decision of what to buy. 
 

Ken had the fantastic ability to put together the 
most delicious salads, probably picked-up from 
Diane.   On each trip I knew I could look forward to 
gourmet olives, those little cinnamon rolls from 
Costco, tater tots and delicious dishes prepared by 
Diane.  No matter how hard I tried, I could never 
make coffee strong enough for Ken, he would end-
up using my coffee as hot water to make his own.  
 

Newsletter Editor 
 

WANTED!! 
 

Are you familiar with MS Word and  
Desktop Publishing, and do you have 

editing skills?  Will help! 
 

Please contact Steve Tubbs - steve@inspiri2.com 

Ken instructing fly casting – RRFF Youth Camp… Casting Pond Cleaning – Ken and the “Broom Brigade”… 
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Over the years I learned so much from Ken,  from 
what flies to use and when, to enjoy our 
surroundings watching and listening to birds, to 
what type of Tequila to use for making mixed drinks, 
and which ones are for sipping. 
 

Of the many hours we spent together fishing, we 
were never at a loss for words - it was always a 
pleasure to spend a day fishing with him.  On our last 
fishing trip together we were in our float tubes on 
Lake Almanor.  We got to visiting, not paying 
attention to our lines and of course ended up in a 
tangled-up mess.  Someone remarked "You guys 
have the whole lake to fish in, how did you manage 
to get tangled up?"  But sometimes it's just as 
important to spend the time to talk to a friend as it is 
to fish. 
 

Ken would spend countless hours preparing for club 
outings. He would research what flies to use, 
campground information, directions, and print out 
the information for everyone attending.  And then 
there was always the end-of-trip giveaway.  Where 
Ken would reluctantly give up all the goodies he 
could not take home.  Ken would sacrifice fishing 
time to make sure everyone was set up and knew 
what to do.   He was especially good at taking 
anyone new to fly fishing under his wing and helping 
them get started. 
 

Almost every club outing was attended by Ken.  It 
was always reassuring to see his white Chevy Tahoe 
when you arrived to an outing.  His campsite was 
always the center of activity.  When the pre-dawn 
silence was broken by the sound of Ken blowing his 
nose you knew another great day was about to 
begin. 
  

Ken made my little corner of the world a better 
place. 
 

I'm going to miss my friend. 
 

~ Don Shaw 
 
 

 

 
 
My daughter, Kaitlin, and I are honored that the 
RRFF has chosen to dedicate this month’s The Cast 
to my husband, Ken.  He would have been 
overwhelmed to know the esteem in which the club 
held him.  For Ken, the club was like a second family. 
 

Ken belonged to the RRFF club for well over 30 
years.  In the early days, he learned from the old-
timers, and as he became more proficient, he was 
proud to help others new to fly fishing.  After he 
retired from teaching, fly fishing and the club 
became a full-time avocation.  At home, he would 
read about different fly-fishing techniques and was 
thrilled whenever he found a new fly pattern to 
build.  He was always eager for his weekly visits to 
the pond to help with casting demonstrations, and 
took his responsibilities delivering the club 
newsletter, doing set-up for yearly fundraiser 
auctions, and organizing outings as seriously as a 
second profession. 
 

The club’s outings were among the great pleasures 
of Ken’s life.  Just making reservations for the 
group’s next destination had him excited for each 
trip like a little kid.  The days before an outing gave 
him so much satisfaction—mulling over flies, 
selecting rods and reels, and getting them ready to 
take.  It was only as he was rushing off at five in the 
morning that he would remember to throw clothes 
in his bag too, often forgetting a necessity in his 
haste. 
 

When I would speak to Ken on the phone each night 
and he would talk of not getting to land, or not 
getting bites and grabs or even seeing rises, I often 

Join the RRFF on Facebook 
 

We currently have 900 members on our RRFF Facebook page.  
You can keep up with the RRFF and our fly fishing and 

conservation community by joining us at: 
 

http://www.facebook.com/russianriverflyfishers 
 

Ken’s last fish – a smallmouth bass on Lake Almanor… 

http://www.facebook.com/russianriverflyfishers
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didn’t understand why he enjoyed it - but I also 
knew that the elusiveness of the catch is part of the 
joy of fly fishing, and that he couldn’t wait for the 
next time.  In August last year, I got to join Ken on 
one of his frequent trips to Whipple Ranch on the 
Fall River, and I saw how much solace he got from 
just being out on the water, surrounded by nature’s 
serenity - the mountains in the distance, the birds, 
the muskrats, and even the cows grazing amiably.  
For what turned out to be his last trip, I also tagged 
along to Lake Almanor this June, and there realized 
how much delight Ken took just in being with other 
fly fishers who were as intensely interested in the 
sport as he was.  For him, the enjoyment of fishing 
was tied in with its camaraderie and fellowship, both 
out on the water and sitting around the campfire in 
the evenings, listening to stories about the day’s 
exploits. 
 

Recently, because of his health, Ken didn’t feel up to 
taking as many trips as he would have liked.  
However, on his last trip to Lake Almanor, he 
managed to kick out to the middle of the lake in his 
float tube and to fish the hex hatch at dusk while 
watching an absolutely beautiful sunset.  Although 
he had a good night and caught a number of trout, 

he became very tired kicking back in and didn’t feel 
well enough to go out again.  He still had a 
wonderful time there, and was looking forward to 
going back next year.   
 

We had hoped Ken had many years left of flies to tie 
and cast.  However, we know that he felt honored to 
share whatever knowledge and luck he had with 
others and would be gratified by the future joys and 
successes of his fellow club members.  On his behalf, 
and with gratitude for the adventures you shared 
with him, we wish all of you tight lines.  
 

~ Diane Magoon 
 
 

 

Your Board Needs a Secretary 
 

Since Ken Magoon has passed away, we need to fill 
his position as RRFF Board Secretary. The main 
function of the Secretary is to accurately record the 
minutes of the monthly board meetings and 
promptly make them available for the club 
members. As an officer of the board, you would be 
able to contribute to decisions that affect the 
direction of the club and ensure that our members 
see value in belonging to the RRFF. 
 

No, there is no pay. And the position will require 
your dedication and ability to attend our monthly 
board meetings on the third Wednesday of the 
month evenings. But if you ever considered 
volunteering to support your club, this is a good 
opportunity. For more information, contact Ed 
Barich at ebarich@sonic.net or 707-539-4608. 

On the Fall River – (photo by Diane Magoon)… 

Pyramid Lake Lahontan Cutthroat – (photo by Walt Kruse)… 

mailto:ebarich@sonic.net
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RRFF Board of Directors 
 

 
President: Ed Barich 
539-4608   ebarich@sonic.net 
 

Vice President: Doug Mackay 
575-5709  demackay@sonic.net 
 

Secretary:  Vacant 
THANK YOU FOR EVERYTHING, KEN MAGOON !!! 
 

Treasurer & Webmaster: Mike Spurlock 
(415)-599-6138  mikerrff@gmail.com  
 

Casting Instruction Chairman, Facebook:  Steve Tubbs  
 765-1787   steve@inspiri2.com 
 

Program Chairman: Joe Banovich 
 889-6089   joebanovich@sonic.net 
 

Library Master / Outings: Don Shaw 
664-8573    donjanshaw@comcast.net 
 

Outings Chairman: Chris Castellucci 
763-2017  chrslucci@aol.com 
 

Member at Large: Mike Kast 
538-9762  michaelrkast@gmail.com 
 

Membership Chairman: Doug Mackay 
575-5709  demackay@sonic.net 
 

Member at Large, Casting for Recovery: Paul Matzen 
795-8885   ggbridgeman@att.net 
 

Raffle Assistant: Ken Young 
539-9649   wlk4fun@sbcglobal.net 
 

Conservation Chairman: Vacant 
 
 

Raffle Coordinator: Gregg Wrisley      
823-5572    gwris@yahoo.com 
 

 

Coordinators 
 
Day Fishers & Fly Tying: Lee Soares 
974-2651    frommewee@comcast.net 
 

Women’s Activities: Susan Bostwick 
815-5926    shbgold@gmail.com 
 

Raffle Coordinator: Christie Geernaert 
292-1304    christiegeer@gmail.com 
 

Casting Pond Stewards: Doug & Sage Mackay 
 575-5709   demackay@sonic.net 
 

Casting Pond Monitor: Binky Castleberry 
527-9607    fsh2xsbc@earthlink.net 
 

Newsletter Editor: Steve Tubbs (reluctant) 
765-1787     steve@inspiri2.com 

 

Calendar of Events 
 

 

Thursday Evening Fly Casting Clinics – Held every 
Thursday evening, 4:30 to 7:00 pm (weather permitting). 

This event is FREE and is OPEN TO THE PUBLIC! 
Beginners are welcome... 

 

September 
 
12 RRFF General Meeting – 6:30 pm, Vet’s Hall 
16 Celebration of Life – Ken Magoon – Legends 
 Restaurant, Bennett Valley – 11am – 2pm 
19 RRFF Board Meeting – Sportsman’s Warehouse 
TBA Carson River / Heenan Lake – (Ed Barich)  
 

 
Visit www.rrflyfisher.org for a complete list 

of upcoming events! 

 

Support Our Local 
Fly Fishing Businesses! 

 
 

Archuleta’s Reel Works 
Custom fishing reel repair, servicing, and  
manufacturing.  
733 Detrick Drive, Grants Pass, OR 97527  
(541) 956-1691 
Bill Archuleta, owner 
www.archuletasreelworks.com 
 
King’s Sport and Tackle 
Clothing, flies, rods, supplies, gear, accessories, 
instruction, guide service, and canoe rental. 
16258 Main Street, Guerneville, CA 95446.  
(707) 869-2156.  
 www.kingsrussianriver.com 
 
Outdoor Pro Shop, Inc. 
Fishing gear, supplies, fly fishing, flies, rods and, 
accessories. 
412 Houser Street, Cotati, CA 94931.  
(707) 588-8033, 
Fax (707) 588-8035 
www.outdoorproshop.com 
 
Sportsman’s Warehouse 
Top brands for hunting, fishing, and more at 
America’s Premier Outfitter 
5195 Redwood Drive, Rohnert Park, CA  94928 
(707) 585-1500 
www.sportsmanswarehouse.com 
 
 
 

file:///C:%5C..%5C..%5C..%5CAppData%5CSteve%5CDocuments%5CAppData%5CLocal%5CDocuments%20and%20Settings%5CDocuments%20and%20Settings%5Csteve%5CLocal%20Settings%5CTemporary%20Internet%20Files%5COLK1D3%5CTheCAST%20Materials%5CMay%20Materials%5CTheCAST-February2013R%5CFebruary%20Materials%5CJanuary%20Materials%5CDocuments%20and%20Settings%5Csteve%5CLocal%20Settings%5CTemporary%20Internet%20Files%5COLK1D3%5CTheCast-July2012%5Cggbridgeman@att.net
mailto:steve@kresky.com
mailto:joebanovich@sonic.net
mailto:donjanshaw@comcast.net
file:///C:%5C..%5C..%5C..%5CAppData%5CSteve%5CDocuments%5CAppData%5CLocal%5CDocuments%20and%20Settings%5CDocuments%20and%20Settings%5Csteve%5CLocal%20Settings%5CTemporary%20Internet%20Files%5COLK1D3%5CTheCAST%20Materials%5CMay%20Materials%5CTheCAST-February2013R%5CFebruary%20Materials%5CJanuary%20Materials%5CDocuments%20and%20Settings%5Csteve%5CLocal%20Settings%5CTemporary%20Internet%20Files%5COLK1D3%5CTheCast-July2012%5Cggbridgeman@att.net
file:///C:%5C..%5C..%5C..%5CAppData%5CSteve%5CDocuments%5CAppData%5CLocal%5CDocuments%20and%20Settings%5CDocuments%20and%20Settings%5Csteve%5CLocal%20Settings%5CTemporary%20Internet%20Files%5COLK1D3%5CTheCAST%20Materials%5CMay%20Materials%5CTheCAST-February2013R%5CFebruary%20Materials%5CJanuary%20Materials%5CDocuments%20and%20Settings%5Csteve%5CLocal%20Settings%5CTemporary%20Internet%20Files%5COLK1D3%5CTheCast-July2012%5Cggbridgeman@att.net
mailto:gwris@yahoo.com
mailto:frommewee@comcast.net
mailto:shbgold@gmail.com
mailto:demackey@sonic.net
mailto:fsh2xsbc@earthlink.net
mailto:fsh2xsbc@earthlink.net
http://www.archuletasreelworks.com/
http://www.guernevillesport.com/
http://www.outdoorproshop.com/
http://www.sportsmanswarehouse.com/
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Russian River Fly Fishers 
c/o Mike Spurlock 
20 San Domingo Way 
Novato, CA  94945 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Russian River Fly Fishers Membership Application 
 

I acknowledge in this agreement, and fully understand, that it is a release of liability. I further acknowledge that I am waiving any right that I may have to bring legal 
action or to assert a claim against Russian River Fly Fishers (RRFF) for its negligence. Any member who invites a non-member (including member’s spouse and 
family) agrees that such guest is bound by the same conditions and agrees to so advise the guest. I have read this statement and agree to its terms as a condition of my 
membership in the Russian River Fly Fishers. This agreement is valid for all RRFF sanctioned events, (fishing outings, picnics, meetings). 
 
Name____________________________________________________________ Date__________________ Referred by____________________________ 

Address ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Home Phone _ ______________________________ Work Phone _ _______________________________ E-mail Address* _________________________ 

How Can You Help the RRFF? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Occupation_______________________________________________________ Signature _ ___________________________________________________ 

* Required for e-mail newsletter 
Please mark one of the following categories: 

                                               I apply as a new member:  ❍ Single membership – $50 annual dues          ❍ Gold membership - $1,000.00 (one-time) 
                                                                    ❍ Family membership – $55 annual dues           JOIN ONLINE @ www.rrflyfisher.org             

 ❍ Junior membership – $25 annual dues 

                                       Existing membership renewal:  ❍ Single membership – $50 annual dues           ❍ Gold membership - $1,000.00 (one-time) 

                                                                    ❍ Family membership – $55 annual dues         RENEW ONLINE @ www.rrflyfisher.org 

 ❍ Junior membership – $25 annual dues 
 

Dues paid by a new member joining the RRFF after March 30th of any year will cover the balance of that year and also 
 the membership dues for the following fiscal year.  The RRFF fiscal year runs from July 1st to June 30th 

 

Please mail this application and your check payable to: Russian River Fly Fishers 
c/o Mike Spurlock, 20 San Domingo Way, Novato, CA 94945 
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