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President’s Message
By Daniel Powers

This month, many have been fishing along the west
coast, with some heading to Montana. | haven't made
my Montana trip yet, but | plan to fish the Missouri
River in December.

I'm planning a return trip to Christmas Island; part of
the Republic of Kiribati located in the Micronesia
subregion of Oceania in the central Pacific Ocean. My
departure is scheduled for late October, with a stay
extending into early November. Last year, several
club members and guide Brad Staples went for a
week. This year | want to improve my fishing
experience targeting bonefish, triggerfish, and giant

trevally. A possible Christmas Island grand slam? Why
not! Wish me luck.

Penelope is heading up our famed winter dinner
again, so please be on the lookout soon regarding
ways you can help her by volunteering. | know she
would love some help with logistics and especially
donations. Feel free to reach out to her to assist.
These dinners help us maintain our donations to
other not-for-profit organizations and the overall
operations of our club.

Click link to reach and communicate with Penelope.

If you missed last year, just ask someone who
attended—I'm confident they’ll tell you this is one

event you shouldn’t skip. ~ Sincerely, Daniel
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https://www.rrflyfisher.org/contact-penelope-gadd-coster.html

Click link to club’s 2025 calendar and outing sign-up sheets.

L October November
Club Activities Date & Time Date & Time
Daylight Savings
Fly Casting Clinics Continuation of Time Ends
Summer Hours 11/2/2025
At the Pond .
Day & Hours Every Thursday Winter Hrs. Start
4:30-7:00 PM Saturday 11/15
12 noon to 2:30
Wading Clinic
Del Rio Woods
Regional Park 10/4 X
Click Link for 8 AM—-1PM
prior slideshows
(Mike Spurlock)
il e el at the 10/8 /12
- 6:30—9:00 PM 6:30-9:00 PM
Vets Building
10/15 11/19

Board Meetings

7:00 to 8:00 PM 7:00 to 8:00 PM

Lewiston Lake
Outing
Click Link for
prior slideshows
(Ed Barich)
Casting for Recovery
Fall River, Circle 7
Ranch.
Volunteers needed
(Paul Matzen)
Russian River Spey
Clinic November
Click Link for X
prior slideshows
(Mike Spurlock)

RRFF General Meeting
By Mike Borba

Brian Slusser from Four Seasons Fly Fishing will speak

10/16-19 X

10/19 X

Date & time to
be confirmed
when river
becomes
steelhead shape.

October 8, 2025. He will be sharing his tips for success
on the Truckee River and nearby fisheries.

RRFF Intermediate Fly-Fishing Class
By Gregg Wrisley
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In September, ten RRFF members, including myself,
attended the Intermediate fly-fishing class. Our
instructors—Steve Tubbs, Don Shaw, Jeff Cratty, Paul

Matzen, and Ed Barich—taught us knots and casting
techniques such as loop control, tight and open loops,
shooting and slipping line, double hauling, reducing
false casts, and improving casting accuracy and
distance. They also taught us about where to fish in
rivers and lakes, and how to read water. The session
provided an opportunity to recall previously learned
information and to acquire additional skills.

A fellow student, Bruce Riezenman commented, “The
class was exactly what | had hoped it would be. There
was a clear focus on casting. However, for me, it was
the round table discussions about fishing techniques
that | enjoyed the most. | joined the Club to learn
from those with years of experience. In this four-hour
session | had access to the expertise that will make

me a better fly fisher.”

Steve Tubbs, RRFF Casting Instructor and RRFF participants.

Another attendee appreciated the two to one ratio of
students to instructors. “If | had hired a guide to get
this level of information at the same ratio, it would
have cost me at least $300.”

We extend our appreciation to our RRFF volunteer
instructors for enabling RRFF to provide three
complimentary fly-fishing classes to our members this
year. It is gratifying to observe that a significant
number of members have gained valuable skills from
these sessions.

Experiencing the Eastern Sierra
By Dave Stone

After reading James Kibler's article in The Cast
(September 2024), | was prompted to pursue fly
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fishing in the eastern Sierra region personally. About
a year later, | contacted guide Chad Kasten to obtain
information about the area's fly-fishing opportunities.

Chad and | planned to meet at Troutfitters in
Mammoth Lakes. | mentioned that | was interested in
learning about locations to fish, such as Hot Creek and

the Owens River.

v 15

standing above Hot Creek ‘:the‘ first public parking area
downstream from Hwy 395.

Chad proposed we observe Hot Creek together. On
September 23, 2025, Chad pointed out that the creek
contained long strands of a green aquatic plant that
has a color appearance of algae/moss. The plant
permitted only narrow water channels for fishing
between its long plant strands.

According to Chad, the creek’s increased vegetation
growth made fly fishing more difficult during this time
of year, although it is still possible during September.
When | asked which month would offer better fishing
conditions than September, he replied, “Late April
through June is ideal. The winter cold each year
eliminates much of the aquatic plant life, facilitating
easier fishing at Hot Creek. For today’s outing, |

recommend we fish section of the lower Owens River,
located south of Pleasant Valley Reservoir.”

We drove in our respective vehicles south on Hwy
395, with Chad leading in his Toyota truck. | had time
to study my trusty “Hwy 395 Carson City to Long Pine”
map and | noticed that the Owens River flows into
Lake Crowley, then to Pleasant Valley Reservoir, and
finally ends at the Owens Lake’s dry lakebed south of
Lone Pine where its water is transported 200 miles
south.

View of Mt. Whitney at sunrise, photo taken through Lone Pine’s
Alabama Hills Mobius Arch. Photo by Jane Stone.

Since 1913, Los Angeles has been diverting Owens
River water which dried up Owens Lake. I first learned
that fact when | watched the 1974 film Chinatown
featuring Jack Nicholson, Faye Dunaway, and John
Huston. Directed by Roman Polanski. For movie buffs,
it is a must-see film.

The Owens River Headwaters Wilderness between
June Lake Loop and Mammoth Lakes is the water
source for the river. That area spawns many creeks
and streams that eventually feed into the Owens
River. Those peaks in that area such as Mammoth
Mountain, Two Teats, and San Joaquin Mountain and
many more all reach elevations above 11,000 feet.

Heading south and getting closer to lower Owens
River, we crossed over into Inyo County leaving Mono
County behind. We were closing in on the lower
Owens. We reached Pleasant Valley Dam Road that
turned east from Hwy 395 and into Pleasant Valley
which brought us to Chalk Bluff Road.

That road was appropriately named. My Toyota RAV4
Prime was covered in a fine layer of chalky white dust,
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as if it had been professionally sprayed. After a mile
or so, Chad pulled into the first public parking area,
and we had reached our destination—the lower

Owens River.

View northwest: lower Owens River flowing approximately at a
perfect 750 cfs.

The weather reached the upper 80s, making waders
unnecessary. The river water measured 61 degrees,
which allowed us to wear our fast-drying Simms light-
weight pants. Traversing of the Owens River was
uncomplicated, as its depth measured slightly below
crotch level. Chad’s selected fly of choice for the day
was a #20 Hare’s Ear. It worked well.

As | started to fish, 3 or 4 trout broke off before
landing my first brown trout—a small, beautifully
spotted ten-inch but feisty fish. That was a thrill to see
at the end of my line and then | landed another. | had
found my rhythm.

Standing at 10,240 ft. appreciating the Bristlecone Pines on
White Mountain Rd. Oldest trees on the planet. Photo by Jane.
Will | travel back to the eastern Sierra? You bet! Itis a
special and beautiful valley to fish, take photographs
and absorb the sights. There are many opportunities

to fly-fish lakes, rivers and creeks up in the mountains
too like the Little Walker River a 15-mile-long
tributary to the West Walker River. Halleluiah.

FOR SALE
Click link to access items for sale

o Donated fly-fishing items, new and
used.

e On the website for sale to club
members only.

e “First Come, First Served.”

Thank you,
Mike Spurlock

Wading Clinic
Russian River

We have room for parking for one more vehicle for
the October 4, 2025, wading clinic on the Russian
River at the Del Rio Woods Regional Park. Please
contact Mike if you want to sign up.

e This is our 3rd year offering this clinic. Click
on this link to view a photo slideshow from
prior wading clinics.

e We will be demonstrating equipment and
practicing wading at the Russian River.

e The clinic will have four club members
attending as mentors.

Mike Spurlock

From “PorTABLE” Pond to

TABLE for Pond
By Don Shaw

In 2008, RRFF member Ed Phalen and others built a
portable casting pond for the Wild Steelhead Festival
in Healdsburg. It was used for three years to
demonstrate fly casting and allow both children and
adults to practice their skills.
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| participated in the Steelhead Festival’s last year held
in 2011. Following that event, Trout Unlimited utilized
the equipment for several years. For the past 14
years, the portable pond has been stored in the RRFF
storage shed at our current pond site and has
remained unused.

Don in his shop constructing the table with Jan’s assistance.

During a shed cleanup, August 16, 2025, it was
decided to remove the portable pond materials to
create additional space. Doug Mackay, our pond
steward asked if anyone wanted the materials, and
when no one responded, | hauled them away.

Recently, | came up with a way to reuse the wood

materials to benefit RRFF members that use the pond
to practice their casting - a picnic table. Jan and | went
to work making the table to donate back to RRFF.

- e

Jan measures wood planks for the table.

than Guy everyone pictured is a RRFF Life Member and is/was a
RRFF fly casting instructor. Guy was our RRFF President at that
time in this undated photo.

Current RRF members elping Don remove the heavy table
from his flat-bed truck to its resting spot at the pond.

Editor—On behalf of the RRFF membership, we all
extend our sincere appreciation to Don and Jan
Shaw for constructing a much-needed pond table.
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Who Wants to Go to Alaska
And Support the Northern CA

Region of Casting for Recovery?
Paul Matzen & Nicole Lazarus

As you know, we offer 2 retreats each year to a total
of 28 women who are at any stage of their breast
cancer journey. The retreats are free to these
women, but our cost is $1,500 per participant. For
each ticket sold our program will receive 70%of the
proceeds. Ticket sales end December 3, 2025, and
drawing is on December 11, 2025.

This is your chance to win a once-in-a-lifetime trip for
two to Alaska’s Anvik River Lodge — a $15,000value
plus $3,000 in travel cash to get you there.

With odds far better than Powerball, all you have to
do is click the link below to enter and directly support
our Northern California program! Plus, you get bonus
entries through this Link.

‘ﬁ’wﬂb’ff:&g‘
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$3000 travel stipend for airfare to
Anchorage

Round-trip private airplane charter from
Anchorage to Anvik. (an over $700 value)

Round-trip boat transportation from Anvik
to the Lodge

All meals, snacks, complimentary cocktails,
beer, wine & soft

drinks

Comfortable lodging in spacious guest
rooms.

All fishing gear — fly & spin cast — you may
also bring your own if

you wish.

Use of steam lodge

Use of internet & wi-fi.

Chest waders, boots & rain gear as needed.

Fly-fishing & spin casting lessons if you'd
like.

Daily housekeeping & laundry service as
needed.

Processing your salmon catch within House
and State limits (male

salmon only) — frozen & smoked

*Does not include fishing licenses and
stamps, staff gratuities or optional trap
shooting activities. Licenses and stamps

can be purchased at the lodge.

If you have any questions, you may contact Nicole
Lazarus, CfR Coordinator of Fishing Outings by
clicking this link.

SV e el

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA
USE PROMO CODE: NORCAL FOR 20% MORE ENTRIES

YOUR ENTRY HELPS A WOMAN WITH BREAST CANCER ATTEND A
LIFE-CHANGING CASTING FOR RECOVERY RETREAT.

Prize Details
All Inclusive 5 Night Package for 2 Includes (Good in
2026/2027 Season)
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Support Our Local
Fly-Fishing Businesses!

Archuleta’s Reel Works

Custom fishing reel repair, servicing, and
manufacturing.

733 Detrick Drive, Grants Pass, OR 97527
(541) 956-1691

Bill Archuleta, owner
https://www.archuletasreelworks.com/

King’s Sport and Tackle

Clothing, flies, rods, supplies, gear, accessories,
instruction, guide service, and canoe rental.
16258 Main Street, Guerneville, CA 95446.
(707) 869-2156.
https://www.kingsrussianriver.com/

Outdoor Pro Shop, Inc.

Fishing gear, supplies, fly fishing, flies, rods and,
accessories.

412 Houser Street, Cotati, CA 94931.

(707) 588-8033,

Fax (707) 588-8035
https://outdoorproshop.com/contact-us/

Sportsman’s Warehouse

Top brands for hunting, fishing, and more at
America’s Premier Outfitter

5195 Redwood Drive, Rohnert Park, CA 94928
(707) 585-1500
https://www.sportsmans.com/fishing-gear-supplies/c/cat101026

Russian River Fly Fishers
on Facebook

Please click join us online to enjoy:

e Updates on RRFF Events

e Local Flyfishing Information

o Flyfishing Instructional Videos

o Flyfishing Travel Videos

e Conservation Updates

e Fly Fishing Industry Updates

e Flyfishing Non-Profit & Charity Information
e Fishing Reports

e Flyfishing Photography & Inspiration

Our Facebook community has over 1,232
followers and provides links to various vendor
and fly-fishing related sites at both local and
national levels.

How to Contact Board of
Directors & Coordinators

If you want to contact one or more of the Board of
Directors and/or Coordinators below, then click on this
link, which will bring you to our website.

https://www.rrflyfisher.org/board-of-directors--coordinators.html

The names of our Board of Directors and Coordinators
will appear. You may click on a name and leave a
message for any person below and our website will
send it to their personal email address, and they will
respond to your message.

RRFF Board of Directors

President: Daniel Powers
Vice President, Women’s Events: Penelope Gadd-Coster
Secretary: Michael Bluto
Treasurer: Tracie Koenig

Webmaster, Membership, Assistant Treasurer (Square):
Mike Spurlock

Casting Instruction Chairman, Facebook: Steve Tubbs
Outings Coordinator: Ed Barich

Pond Steward: Doug Mackay

Casting Instruction, Outings: Don Shaw

Casting Instruction, New Member Mentoring, Website
Sales: Jeff Cratty

Raffle Coordinator, Education: Gregg Wrisley
Women'’s Program Coordinator: Genie Praetzel
Program Speaker Chairman: Mike Borba
Website Sales, Outings: Pam Boyd DeCoite

Casting Instruction, Casting for Recovery contact: Paul
Matzen

Coordinators

The Cast Newsletter Editor: Dave Stone
Steelhead in the Classroom: Karl Joost
Fly Tying at General Meetings: Lee Soares

Conservation Advisor, Cal Trout “Lost Coast Project
Manager”: Charlie Schneider

Conservation Advisor, Steelhead in the Classroom: Tom
Greer

Women’s North Sonoma County Outreach: Leafa Fiore

Fly Rod Building: Rick Baker
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Russian River Fly Fishers Membership Application
(if possible, we prefer that you use the on-line appllcatlon on our web51te where you can also pay online:

I acknowledge in this agreement and fully understand that it is a release of liability. I further acknowledge that [ am
waiving any right that I may have to bring legal action or to assert a claim against Russian River Fly Fishers (RRFF) for its
negligence. This agreement is valid for all RRFF sanctioned events, (fishing outings, picnics, dinner fund raisers, meetings,
pond casting clinics, etc.) some of which are open to the public and all of which are covered by RRFF insurance. As a club
member you are approved to participate in certain covered events which are not available to non-members: fishing outings
and training for fly-casting certification.

Note: Private activities arranged by club members (not sponsored or approved by the club) are not sanctioned and will not
be covered by RRFF insurance.

I have read this statement and agree to its terms as a condition of my membership in the Russian River Fly Fishers.

*Indicates required field.

*Name *Date

*How did you hear about us? *Referred by?

*Address *City/State/Zip

*Preferred Phone: Home or Cell *E-mail
Occupation *Signature

* I'm applying as a new member. Circle (Yes / No).  I’'m renewing my existing membership. Circle (Yes / No).

*Check the box below that is applicable:
[ Single membership - $50 annual dues
[ Junior membership - $25 annual dues (age 16-18 or live >75 miles from Santa Rosa)
[0 Gold membership - $1,000 (one-time)

0 Family Membership - $55 annual dues. List family members:

[0 Membership includes a woman who would like to be contacted by our RRFF Women’s Group:

Name: Phone Number: Email:

The club would like to help you meet your fly-fishing needs. How many years have you been fly fishing?

Check any areas you want help with:

11 would like help learning or improving my fly-fishing cast.

11 would like advice on fishing equipment.

11 would like a lesson in tying knots.

11 would like a lesson in tying flies.

11 would like to have an experienced member mentor me on local waters or on a club outing.
[ Any other areas not mentioned above

*How are you planning to pay?

Note: Dues paid by a new member joining the RRFF after March 1° of any year will cover the balance of that year

and the membership dues for the following fiscal year. The RRFF fiscal year runs from July 1 to June 30",

IF YOU PREFER, YOU MAY JOIN OR RENEW ONLINE at www.rrflyfisher.org. OR NEW MEMBERS, MAY MAIL THIS APPLICATION TO:
RUSSIAN RIVER FLY FISHERS, C/O MIKE SPURLOCK, 20 SAN DOMINGO WAY, NOVATO , CA 94945
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