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RRFF member Peter Taylor sharing his Russian River
steelhead and wishing all of us a “Merry Steelhead Season.”
Peter’s story page 2.
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Visit our website at
www.rrflyfisher.org

President’s Message
By Daniel Powers

| recently visited Craig, Montana, where my friend
Mike "Peaches" Day and | braved freezing
temperatures and strong winds to fish for rainbow
and brown trout on our third annual "Fishmas" trip.
Despite tough conditions, we enjoyed our elk burgers,
cold beers, and creating memorable moments.

Turning to club business, our 2026 donation budget is
set at $5,500, with plans to raise more money through
a successful 2026 RRFF Winter Dinner.

This past board meeting we approved the following
nonprofit organizations to receive our donations:
e Casting for Recovery $1,500

e Russian RiverKeeper $500
e Steelhead In the Classroom $1,400

If you wish to support a nonprofit, you may direct
your donation to one of our club’s chosen projects or
an organization you prefer. If there is a specific
organization you wish RRFF to support, feel free to
contact me so we can talk it over.

In the coming year, we plan to allocate funds for a
new casting pond liner. We welcome your
suggestions on how we might finance this project—
please share any ideas you have. This project is
looking at a price tag of $30,000+.

The RRFF Winter Dinner is on February 21, 2026. Get
your tickets early by clicking here on our website. Buy
40 raffle tickets in advance for $36 (10% off) and you
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will find more purchase options under our website’s

Winter Dinner Tickets text box.

-

[

Cold hands and a handsome Montana brown.

Enjoy the new year and winter months. | hope you can

get out there and fish,

Daniel

Click link to club’s 2026 calendars & outing sign-up sheets.

1st & 3rd Sat. each
mo. 12 noon to 2:30

it January 26 February 26
Club Activities Date & Time Date & Time
Fly Casti
Athhea SPg:ugd Winter pond Winter pond
Days & Hours dates & hours dates & hours
1/3&17 2/7

12 noon to 2:30

12 noon to 2:30

Putah Creek 1/10/26
Restoration Project (Must signup) X
Volunteers needed (Penelope)
General Meetings
will be held at the 1/14 2/11
Vets Building 6:30-9:00PM | 6:30-9:00 PM
. 1/21 2/18
Board Meetings 7:00-8:00PM | 7:00—8:00 PM
Yuba River Outing 1/24 & 25 X
(Ed Barich)
Jan — Apr Feb — Apr
(Ed Barich will (Ed Barich will
Steelhead Flash Day announce, announce,
Trips depends on river | depends on river
flow) flow)

RRFF General Meeting

By Mike Borba

Mel Light, a longtime Wilderness Fly Fishers member,
will speak in person at our January 2026 General

Meeting. His topics will cover the West's best
tailwater techniques and fly patterns. Also, he will
highlight top fisheries and fishing methods. Expect
impressive fish photos.

2025: A December to Remember
By Peter Taylor

During the first week of December 2025, we had a few
days of fishing on the Russian River, and a few adult
steelhead were caught. It was nice to be on the river
fly fishing in lower water flow conditions. However,
The California Department of Fish & Wildlife quickly
closed it under low flow rules when the Hacienda
Bridge gauge measured below 300 cfs on December
8, 2025. We were all a bit aghast because the gauge
measuring the river flow didn’t drop below 300 cfs
after they closed the river to fishing. The river looked
perfect for swinging a fly and it seemed to many
fishermen that the cfs flow looked greater than 300.

After ten years of dealing with low flow closures, |
learned to quickly shift my focus away from fly fishing,
expecting storms would blow out the river making it
unfishable again. It can be discouraging facing the
same situation year after year, much like the
character in the movie, Groundhog Day.

Yet, out of nowhere the clouds parted and the angels
began to sing. It was announced on the King's Sport &
Tackle website by 12/13/25 that the USGS river flow
gauge at the Hacienda Bridge had to be recalibrated
because it was not recording correctly (this has
happened in the past). So, the Russian River was not
below 300 cfs, it was well over 300 cfs, even though
the river was closed during that week. Scott
Heemstra, the new owner of Kings Sport and Tackle
encouraged everyone to call the gentlemen in charge
of the low flow closure, to ask to reopen the river for
fishing—and they did. Hats off to them for amending
their mistake. For once, circumstances favored the
fisherman and we had a perfect, albeit short, window
of great fly water to work because there were some
steelhead lurking.

| was ecstatic, probably like everyone else. It's open!
Let’s go! My real job and helping my aging father had
kept me off the river for two days. But on the third
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day, | was able to get in my pram which helped me get
to holes with tough access on the Russian River. |
chose my EC Powell 9 %’ steelhead C taper bamboo
rod, an intermediate shooting head for those river
conditions and my normal tin full of an array of
Comets and different size Boss flies.

Rowing my pram quietly upriver was exhilarating. |
stayed quiet to avoid scaring the fish. | soon reached
the run | planned to fish. Reaching it, | shook my head
in disbelief seeing a mis-directed gear fisherman
standing on a log in the river, where steelhead are
known to hold. The choice was clear. | thought, “Don’t
yell at him or fish there—that spot was already
wrecked.”

| anchored at another good hole nearby. | observed
the area for a while. | started talking with a fisherman
| knew. He told me, “Pete, you should go upriver to
where those other two prams are. I've seen three fish
roll there in the last 20 minutes.” | replied, “I don’t
need to be told twice. Thank you, I'll go up and shoot
the bull with them and join in on the fun. See you
later, Tony.”

'”

As | rowed near the two prams, | heard, “Hey, Pete
| knew the voice; it was my nephew Sam. His buddy
Jacob was in the other pram below him. | was so glad
it was Sam. It’s wonderful to fly fish with somebody
who knows how to do it right.

It was Sam who got me into fly fishing when he was
10 years old. He randomly looked up at me and said,
“Let’s learn to fly fish.”

We've spent years fly fishing together, catching
steelhead side by side on various rivers. Sam is an
excellent steelhead and salmon fly fisher. He guides
on the Russian, Eel and Trinity Rivers, including areas
of Bristol Bay in southwestern Alaska.

| said, “What’s up Sam, good to see you!" We chatted
while | got my pram in position above him, but |
noticed it was shallow enough to wade and cast, so |
secured my pram on the bank and waded back above
Sam. He mentioned Jacob had hooked and lost one
earlier. Not long after getting into the flow of casting
with Sam and Jacob, | thought to myself, “There's the
exact target.” | needed to cast about 20 feet above

where | saw the fish show itself. The other guys were
casting already with the normal mend or two to get
their flies down. Being the top guy in the line up, | had
to cast farther than the other guys to have a decent
presentation where a bite was possible.

Not many casts later | heard Jacob say, “l got you!” |
saw his bent rod. He got the bite low in his swing far
below the rolling fish we had seen several times. He
had enticed the fish with a slow strip, sparking a fight.
This was another attempt to catch his first steelhead
on a fly rod, even though it began poorly.
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The perfect day on the Russian River, Jacob fighting his
steelhead, with Sam below him.

His running line got caught on his oar lock and he was
frantically reaching down with one arm trying to undo
the mess, with his other arm struggling to hold the
rod high to keep the line tight. Sam immediately saw
the peril. He anchored up and got next to Jacob’s
pram to help untangle the line. Jacob could now fully
concentrate on keeping the fish tight. | was watching,
just hoping the steelie wouldn’t take off on a long run.

Sam freed the line, and Jacob skillfully brought the
wild steelhead buck to the boat for Sam to tail. Great
job team Jacob! His first steelhead on a fly rod was
extra memorable.

The casting recommenced with high hopes for
another grab. We knew the rolling fish were still
present, but the sun was starting to descend over the
hill, minutes from sunset, and with my arm tired from
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casting most of the day, my will to keep casting at
those rolling fish began to wilt. | quickly got a grip on
that feeling and reminded myself sometimes you
must keep casting at rolling steelhead to get a bite.
Jacob decided to row up to the riffle, hoping a few
were up there preparing to leave the run. Jacob’s
decision worked a bit in my favor for a different
presentation. | moved down to where Jacob was and
| considered my new position was perfect for a grease
line cast at those rolling fish.

The cast was normal, like the several before it, but the
grab of the steelhead is fresh in my memory, as my
line and fly were swinging over the target of the
rolling fish. | felt a very slight tug on the line. With my
left hand, | set the hook and lifted the rod in one swift
motion—fish on! It fought hard, darted downriver
with a leap, then zigzagged right and left before
taking off again. | brought this hot steelhead back up
slowly, then it took off on another long run, ripping
line out of my Hardy Marquis 8/9 reel, clicking faster
than a hard-spun roulette wheel.

| prevented my line from becoming a tangled bird’s
nest and maintained consistent tension on the fish by
carefully controlling the reel with my left palm, which
proved effective during its screaming runs.

Recognizing that landing this fish would require
additional time, | adjusted my approach by moving
upstream and utilizing the current to assist. However,
the steelhead was too strong and kept pulling
downstream. So, | stood my ground. There wasn’t a
good landing area for this hot fish. Sam was watching
and notice my dilemma. He shouted, “Do you want
me to come over and tail the fish for you?” | said,
“Yes!” At that moment, my hand and lower arm were
throbbing with pain from the fight.

Sam pulled up in his pram about 30 feet away and |
got the fish next to his pram. He wanted to know,
“What pound test is your leader?” | replied, 10
pounds.” Suddenly he grabbed my leader. Sam
attempted many times to get the fish to hand with
appropriate pressure on the leader, but each time
that fish took off. Sam declared, “This steelhead really
doesn’t want to come in!” “l know!” | yelled.

After several more attempts, he got it tailed and he
said, “It’s a hatchery hen, do you want to keep it?” |
yelled, “Yes!” Sam lifted it into his pram, and the
ultra-excitement and arm pain were over. Sam saved
Jacob's and my fish from escaping during our perfect
day on the river. He was the hero of the day.

There haven’t been this many steelhead in Russian
River during the month of December since | can
remember. The season isn’t over, so keep your
steelhead fly rod and gear handy to quickly head out
when the river is ready. The Russian River won’t wait
for your schedule. It’s worth adjusting your plans.

“The poem below, written by my mother, Susan
Tighe, was inspired by the quiet lessons and small
triumphs of my fly-fishing adventures. It’s her way of
turning those moments of challenge, excitement, risk,
and reward into words.” — Jenny Tighe

Jenny embraces her brown trout.

The Angler
By Susan Tighe

Angler | am, whose gone fishing when can,
With a fly and a rod and best try.

The fish there to seize, and the gain of to please,
Are my thoughts of this kind, and good time.

The hope of the plenty, and wonder of want,
The type that is sent to me, and kind that is sought.
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| see the fish jumping, and ones seen are something,
So high with their leaps, hope to keep.

With a splish and a splash, it swims away fast,
To lure the obscure, while in wait.

In the rivers and creeks, they play hide ‘n’ seek,
Down underneath, catch and release.

Swirls in the water, and laps that they make,
The fish there are hungry, if caught they will shake.

Nymphs rise in a flurry, as | try to match,
What is preferred, and what they will snatch.

With the cast of my spin, | will wait long to win,
What reveals with my rod, and my feel.

Have ready the net, and do get things all set,
Keep your line taut, for the fight that is brought.

Woahh! There’s a bite on the line, so do reel it in

fast, And hope you got lucky, and hope that it lasts.

I'll try one more cast, that will then be my last,
For a catch on the line, of some kind.

My fly fish embrace, for the catch and the chase,
Again, out to find, in some place and time.

The Winter Dinner Fundraiser
By Penelope Gadd-Coster

February 21, 2026, at 5 PM -9 PM
Click here for Directions to the SR
Veterans Memorial Building

You do not want to miss this event. It is our big
fundraiser of the year! It will be showcasing Jan
Shaw’s famous and one and only cheese table, along
with the main dish paella by caterer, Gerards. Also,
we will have desserts made by you, our incredible
members. There will be beer and wine to purchase
and complimentary flavored waters

There will be a raffle and the newest addition to our
festivities will be the 50/50 game, and maybe some
other mystery prizes. The raffle and auction tables will
be full of amazing items that | know you need and
maybe some things you didn’t know you needed. So,
click here to get your tickets. Tickets are limited due

to hall capacity. Sales end on February 14, 2026, to
confirm numbers with our caterer and ensure
everyone is accommodated.

We can use volunteers to set up dinner and the
auction and raffle tables. We need volunteers to
manage the check in process for our members. If you
are interested contact me by clicking here.

Please check out photos of our 2024 and 2025 past
Winter Dinners. Click here.

I'm looking forward to seeing all of you at the RRFF
Winter Dinner. Buy your tickets early and I'll see you

there.
Report on Northern CA Council

Fly Fishers International-NCCFFI
By Penelope Gadd-Coster

on
oRNLA

FLY FISHERS

Click here to reach the NCCFFI newsletter

In 2018, RRFF joined Fly Fishers International as an
affiliate fly-fishing club to take advantage of the group
insurance they offer, saving us over $600/year.

As a member of FFI, we are also automatically
members of the Northern California Council (NCC)
portion of FFl. The NCCFFl is a very active group with
a Northern California focus. If you go to their website,
you will see that 12 different fly-fishing clubs are
listed as members. Click here.

RRFF members can also join FFl as individual
members if they want to take advantage of what FFI
or NCFFI has to offer. Individuals that join receive
their monthly newsletters and periodic magazines.

As of 2024, RRFF has also benefited by joining FFI
because it allowed us to receive major discounts
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https://www.bing.com/maps/directions?ty=18&v=2&sV=1&FORM=MPSRPL&style=r&rtp=%7Epos.38.43404769897461_-122.70101928710938_1351%2520Maple%2520Ave%252C%2520Santa%2520Rosa%252C%2520CA%252095404_Santa%2520Rosa%2520Veterans%2520Memorial%2520Building_ypid%3AYNFF68964678535D11&cp=38.434048%7E-122.701019&lvl=16
https://www.rrflyfisher.org/store-and-membership-application.html
https://www.rrflyfisher.org/contact-penelope-gadd-coster.html
https://www.rrflyfisher.org/annual-dinners.html
https://mailchi.mp/c9a9f61b833d/the-rivermouth-nccffi-newsletter-17991308?e=21778b966a
https://www.nccffi.org/

when purchasing fly-fishing equipment for our annual
Winter Dinner auction items as well as monthly
General Meeting raffle items. FFl Industry Partners
allow us to purchase new items at half retail price
(plus a small handling charge). The industry partners
include Temple Fork, Adamsbuilt, Fenwick, Hardy,
and Orvis among others.

After working with NCCFFI the past few years, | have

noted and participated in many important
conservation projects that are conducted by NCCFFI.
As a new member of their chapter board, | plan to give
you regular updates that | hope will add more depth
for our RRFF Club and help support our club in the

best way possible.

This past year, NCCFFI supported many conservation
efforts and one of the restoration projects was the Ah
Di Na campground located on the banks of the lower
McCloud River. Click here to learn more.

The Ah Di Na project was done solely through
donations and volunteers to do the hands-on work.
There will be more work needed at Ah Di Na to install
bear boxes—the date TBA.

Currently, there are two NCCFFI fund raisers - Yuba
Fest (yearly) and the Hall of Fame Dinner (every other
year).

2026 will start with a cleanup of Putah Creek on
January 10, 2026. If interested signup here!

One of the goals this year is to bring all the clubs that
NCCFFI represents together to do more of these types
of volunteer events.

Putah Creek Cleanup & Trail Maintenance Day
The NCCFFl is partnering with our fly clubs to organize

and execute a Putah Creek cleanup and trail
maintenance project. The cleanup date is scheduled
for Saturday, January 10, 2026. Putah Creek is located
west of the town of Winters. It is a tailwater fishery
below Lake Berryessa. Click on title of this paragraph
to learn more.

‘She Fought with All Her Wildness’
By Dave Stone

Mike emailed Brian Clemens (steelhead guide
extraordinaire) to ask about available guiding days on

the Trinity River for mid-December 2025. Brian
quickly replied that December 17 and 18 were open.
Mike and | happily grabbed those dates.

Mike was the first to enter the Trinity River across
from Steel Bridge Campsite. He quickly caught a
steelhead with his cool-looking signature Spey casts.
That was how it went on the first day—Mike catching
multiple steelhead while Brian and | cheered him on.

| recall Mike fighting a large chrome steelhead that
broke off after it leaped through the air with a huge
splash down. Brian estimated it was 9 or 10 pounds.

By day two, | had amassed all of Brian’s excellent Spey
casting tips and advice from the previous day. Finally,
everything clicked together at Trinity’s run named
Guardrail. | swung a Hobo Spey Solitude through its
riffle and wham fish on! This would be my first wild
adult steelhead caught on a Spey rod.

“She fought with all her wildness,” | thought as | lifted
this beauty from Brian’s net and carefully released
her. | took a moment to watch her wiggle free down

river as | silently thanked her and winked a goodbye.

S
S
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Support Our Local
Fly-Fishing Businesses!

Archuleta’s Reel Works

Custom fishing reel repair, servicing, and
manufacturing.

733 Detrick Drive, Grants Pass, OR 97527
(541) 956-1691

Bill Archuleta, owner

King’s Sport and Tackle

Clothing, flies, rods, supplies, gear, accessories,
instruction, guide service, and canoe rental.
16258 Main Street, Guerneville, CA 95446.
(707) 869-2156.

https://www.kingsrussianriver.com/

Outdoor Pro Shop, Inc.

Fishing gear, supplies, fly fishing, flies, rods and
accessories.

412 Houser Street, Cotati, CA 94931.

(707) 588-8033,

Fax (707) 588-8035

Sportsman’s Warehouse

Top brands for hunting, fishing, and more at
America’s Premier Outfitter

5195 Redwood Drive, Rohnert Park, CA 94928
(707) 585-1500
https://www.sportsmans.com/fishing-gear-supplies/c/cat101026

Russian River Fly Fishers
on Facebook

Please click join us online to enjoy:

e Updates on RRFF Events

e Local Flyfishing Information

o Flyfishing Instructional Videos

o Flyfishing Travel Videos

e Conservation Updates

e Fly Fishing Industry Updates

e Flyfishing Non-Profit & Charity Information
e Fishing Reports

e Flyfishing Photography & Inspiration

Our Facebook community has over 1,232
followers and provides links to various vendor
and fly-fishing related sites at both local and
national levels.

How to Contact Board of
Directors & Coordinators

If you want to contact one or more of the Board of
Directors and/or Coordinators below, then click on this
link, which will bring you to our website.

https://www.rrflyfisher.org/board-of-directors--coordinators.html

The names of our Board of Directors and Coordinators
will appear. You may click on a name and leave a
message for any person below and our website will
send it to their personal email address, and they will
respond to your message.

RRFF Board of Directors

President: Daniel Powers
Vice President, Women's Events: Penelope Gadd-Coster
Secretary: Michael Bluto
Treasurer: Tracie Koenig

Webmaster, Membership, Assistant Treasurer (Square):
Mike Spurlock

Casting Instruction Chairman, Facebook: Steve Tubbs
Outings Coordinator: Ed Barich

Pond Steward: Doug Mackay

Casting Instruction, Outings: Don Shaw

Casting Instruction, New Member Mentoring, Website
Sales: Jeff Cratty

Raffle Coordinator, Education: Gregg Wrisley
Women'’s Program Coordinator: Genie Praetzel
Program Speaker Chairman: Mike Borba
Website Sales, Outings: Pam Boyd DeCoite

Casting Instruction, Casting for Recovery contact: Paul
Matzen

Coordinators

The Cast Newsletter Editor: Dave Stone
Steelhead in the Classroom: Karl Joost
Fly Tying at General Meetings: Lee Soares

Conservation Advisor, Cal Trout “Lost Coast Project
Manager”: Charlie Schneider

Conservation Advisor, Steelhead in the Classroom: Tom
Greer

Women’s North Sonoma County Outreach: Leafa Fiore

Flis Rad Ruildina: Rinl- Ralrax
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Russian River Fly Fishers Membership Application
(if possible, we prefer that you use the on-line appllcatlon on our web51te where you can also pay online:

I acknowledge in this agreement and fully understand that it is a release of liability. I further acknowledge that [ am
waiving any right that I may have to bring legal action or to assert a claim against Russian River Fly Fishers (RRFF) for its
negligence. This agreement is valid for all RRFF sanctioned events, (fishing outings, picnics, dinner fund raisers, meetings,
pond casting clinics, etc.) some of which are open to the public and all of which are covered by RRFF insurance. As a club
member you are approved to participate in certain covered events which are not available to non-members: fishing outings
and training for fly-casting certification.

Note: Private activities arranged by club members (not sponsored or approved by the club) are not sanctioned and will not
be covered by RRFF insurance.

I have read this statement and agree to its terms as a condition of my membership in the Russian River Fly Fishers.

*Indicates required field.

*Name *Date

*How did you hear about us? *Referred by?

*Address *City/State/Zip

*Preferred Phone: Home or Cell *E-mail
Occupation *Signature

* I'm applying as a new member. Circle (Yes / No).  I’'m renewing my existing membership. Circle (Yes / No).

*Check the box below that is applicable:
[ Single membership - $50 annual dues
[ Junior membership - $25 annual dues (age 16-18 or live >75 miles from Santa Rosa)
[0 Gold membership - $1,000 (one-time)

0 Family Membership - $55 annual dues. List family members:

[0 Membership includes a woman who would like to be contacted by our RRFF Women’s Group:

Name: Phone Number: Email:

The club would like to help you meet your fly-fishing needs. How many years have you been fly fishing?

Check any areas you want help with:

11 would like help learning or improving my fly-fishing cast.

11 would like advice on fishing equipment.

11 would like a lesson in tying knots.

11 would like a lesson in tying flies.

11 would like to have an experienced member mentor me on local waters or on a club outing.
[ Any other areas not mentioned above

*How are you planning to pay?

Note: Dues paid by a new member joining the RRFF after March 1° of any year will cover the balance of that year

and the membership dues for the following fiscal year. The RRFF fiscal year runs from July 1 to June 30",

IF YOU PREFER, YOU MAY JOIN OR RENEW ONLINE at www.rrflyfisher.org. OR NEW MEMBERS, MAY MAIL THIS APPLICATION TO:
RUSSIAN RIVER FLY FISHERS, C/O MIKE SPURLOCK, 20 SAN DOMINGO WAY, NOVATO , CA 94945
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