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ushering in a new year of trout fishing plagued by
Headwaters"' extreme low water as our California drought
May...the month that for me sets off the summer continues. Scoping out the facilities at Lake Siskiyou
fishing season. In a few weeks, | find myself once a few weeks ago, John Frenzel and | stopped off at
again in Key West and Marathon, attention focused the lower Upper Sac above Lake Shasta. | have
on tarpon around the flats of 7-Mile Bridge. I've never seen the water so thin at this time of
heard that the fishing has been good this year and it year...John referred to it as "boney". The conditions
looks as if air and water are heating up nicely for the are low and clear with everything illuminated. We
Palolo worm hatch, a temperature game usually fished for a few hours at a couple of locations, not
realized as both approach the 90 degree mark. Itisa seeing much that didn't see us first, but | managed a
worm tide my first day on the water, although I'm couple of wild fish on a caddis imitation as the sun
hoping for a slight reprieve and for the hatch to hit the water. The only apparent difference from
come off a little later in the week. The days leading late fall fishing is that the water is colder now, but
up to it can be spectacular as the silver king with summer approaching and very little snow pack,
anticipates the feast and looks for anything worm. that will change quickly. We leave for the Outing in
Once the first round of gluttony passes, fishing tends a few days..trying a new venue and something
to slow for a number of days before building again different. This is our first Opener away from the
for a second hatch, usually a few weeks later. As Cassel/Baum Lake/Hat Creek area since the mid
always, we will see how it plays out, flats cowboys in 1990's.
a 16-foot skiff cutting tarpon. | would like to thank RRFF Treasurer Mike Spurlock

for assuming an additional role as the webmaster of
The RRFF Opener at Lake Siskiyou has also passed,
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our new website. Mike created our new site at
www.rrflyfisher.org and has offered to manage it
for us as we move forward. Take a few minutes to
check it out. This site promises to be a little more
interactive and gives our members a chance to
participate online. Kudos are also in order for John
Iding, for updating our old website for so many years
even though he now lives in Oregon and belongs to
the Grants Pass Fly Fishers. John was our CAST
editor a number of years ago and put together our
original website. He graciously offered to update it
with our newsletter each month until such time as a
new webmaster stepped forward. Thank you John,
for your continued contribution to the RRFF even as
you discovered new waters and a new home in
Southern Oregon. | am sure we will see you on the
water sometime soon.

It is once again time for our annual board of
directors elections. We currently have a vibrant
board and we are looking for a few more RRFF
members who would like to join us. There is no
better way to touch the pulse of our club than to
participate in its decision-making. The assembled
talent of our board members also provides a wealth
of information and willing companions for fly fishing
adventures, so it works both ways. Ideally, | would
like to see the RRFF with a new Conservation
Chairman, someone who would be able to share
conservation issues with our club members and
liaison with other California clubs through the
Federation of Fly Fishers. This position could be
shared by two people to share the load, but | don't
expect it would take much time if one is already
attuned to the issues. All of our board positions
require only a few hours each month. Our board
meeting is on the third Wednesday of each month at
7:00 pm, held at Mike Kast's office in Waterfall
Towers on Bennett Valley Road.

The RRFF Club Picnic at the Casting Pond will be held
Saturday, June 13th. This should get underway
around 11:30, but as always we can use some early
help setting up the big canopy, tables and getting
the barbecues in order. The club will provide the
sausages and dogs, buns, condiments as well as
sodas and water, but we encourage club members to
bring pot luck dishes to share...salads, desserts,
veggies, that secret recipe for which you are famous!
Bring your own chairs for easy socializing under the
willow tree and if adult beverages are in order, bring
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those as well. This event is open to families and
guests, so plan to spend the early afternoon at the
Casting Pond with us. Also, bring your fly rods for
some fly casting practice and ask for instruction if
you would like to fine-tune your casting stroke or
learn a new technique. The picnic will take the place
of our June meeting at the Vet's.

The weather is heating up this week and fishing with
friends is a refreshing pastime, the opportunity to
reconnect with the world and with each other. Get
your fishing in early this year. As water levels fall
and temperatures warm, the stress on our fish will
only increase as the summer progresses. Please
consider this when practicing catch and release.

~ Steve Tubbs

New RRFF Website!

For those of you who have computer access, we
have just launched a new Russian River Fly Fishers

website at http://www.rrflyfisher.org/.

Please explore the links.

There are links on the left to each major section.
You can also visit the same links by clicking on MENU
on the upper right hand corner.

Click on "The CAST Newsletter" to see the latest
newsletter. If you click on the icon, the newsletter
will appear and you can read it or print it. You can
also make newsletter submissions or photos at that
site.

Click on Club Calendar to see our planned activities
over the next year. Various items are hyperlinked to
more details.

Click on Trip and Event Sign-ups to see our trips.
Click on the link to a planned trip to see the
description and to send an email to the sponsor. We
have quite a few planned.

Click on Feedback on Recent Speaker and Rate Past
Speakers to give us some input on who you would
like to hear in the future. We really want to increase
monthly meeting attendance. Who do you want to
hear? Do you have suggestions to improve our raffle.
This feedback is anonymous (unless you chose to
leave your name) and will go to Mike Spurlock who
will summarize results for board review).

Click on down the line to see the rest of the links:
Message Board and Facebook links are the same as
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in the old website.

River flows, Speaker websites,
Businesses

General info on Meetings and Casting Clinics

Photos

Board of Director contact info

Membership Applications

Club History

If you have comments, click on “Contact Us” at the
bottom and Mike Spurlock will get your input and try
to make improvements.

Local Flyfishing

Please give your feedback.

Thank you,
~ Mike Spurlock

JUSTIN MILLER ~ SPEY CASTING
FOR STEELHEAD IN NORTHERN
CALIFORNIA

Justin grew up fishing the Sierra Nevada Mountains
for trout with his Father during his years as a Boy
Scout. He started fly fishing on these backpacking
trips and got serious about the fly rod during his
summers spent as a counselor at Camp Jack Hazard
on the Stanislaus River, California. He spent all
summer fishing for trout with dry flies.

Justin has been working at The Fly Shop located in
Redding, California since 2004 and has been guiding
the rivers of Northern California for The Fly Shop
since 2006.

Justin spends all his time making plans on when and
how to chase steelhead, and then actually chasing
steelhead, immersed in his rivers in every
conceivable condition, good or bad, all around the
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Pacific rim and the world.

Justin will be talking about spey casting for steelhead
in Northern California and will cover the techniques,
gear, flies, places, and seasons.

Please join me in welcoming our guest speaker at
the Wednesday, May 13th General Meeting.

~ Joe Banovich
RRFF Program and Speaker Chairman

A Week Steelheading the
Remote BC Coast - April 2015

| was able to hook up with a small group of friends
who had arranged a trip to an area in BC's remote
central coast near the community of Bella Bella.
Bella Bella is an unincorporated community of 1400
and the home of the Canadian First Nations people,
the Heiltsuk. Ninety percent of the residents are
First Nations people and most of the activity
revolves around commercial fishing. It is located on
Cambell Island on BC’s coastal Inside Passage
running between Vancouver and Terrace.

Donations support field work by fisheries biologists
on chum salmon research and monitoring program
on the nearby Koeye River (pronounced “quay”).
Commercial fishing is now threatening the Heiltsuk’s
way of life. To help raise money for the program,
the Heiltsuk agreed this year to allow several small
groups to do some steelhead fishing on the Koeye
and surrounding streams in exchange for a tax-free
donation. These are virtually untouched rivers with
runs of winter/spring steelhead peaking somewhere
between mid-Feb and mid-April. The biologist
running the program is a young steelhead fanatic,
Will Atlas (http://willatlas.com), who led us on this
adventure.

To get there, we flew from Vancouver to Bella Bella
and then took a 1 hr 30 minute boat ride to the
Koeye River mouth Camp site where there are
annual tribal ceremonial and cultural events. We
stayed in cabins for the week. A larger lodge
building is currently being constructed there.

A typical fishing day, depending on the river fished,
consisted of:

30-90 minute boat ride to a river
30-90 minute hike on rough trail
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4-5 hours of fishing

Rough trail hike or a raft float down the river to the
boat

and finally, a boat ride back to camp

Rivers are typically tidal for miles upstream from the
mouth. Tides run the 10-15 feet range and careful
coordination of fishing times and boat location was
required to avoid getting stranded. Unfortunately,
this also dictated some long hikes.

Results for the week:

Fished 3 rivers: Koeye, Nootum, Quartcha Rivers
Four anglers hooked 10 steelhead, most with sea
lice, all chrome or mild pink blush, all red hot. |
managed to land one.

Enjoyed a beautiful environment.

Interesting cultural exposure.

Very strenuous - | lost 5 Ibs in spite of the calories
consumed.

Welcome to the Bella Bella Airport

Rock-hopping a creek on a hike
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Tight lines,
Mike Spurlock

Steel, the real deal!
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Calendar of Events

Casting Pond - Every Thursday evening 4:30PM - 7:00PM
(weather permitting)

May

13 General Meeting - Vets Building 6:30 PM
Speaker: Justin Miller

20 NO BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING!

21 - 24 RRFF Outing to Sacramento River at Verona

June

4-7 RRFF Outing to Digger Creek Ranch - $100 per
angler. Maximum fourteen members.

13 Club Picnic at the Casting Pond 11:30 AM

17 Board of Directors Meeting 7:00 PM

July

8 General Meeting - Picnic at Casting Pond 6 PM

15 Board of Directors Meeting 7:00 PM

17 - 19 RRFF Outing to San Joaquin River Delta for
Stripers and Bass

August

No Meetings Scheduled

27 - 31 RRFF Outing to Alpine Lake (B. Laurie)

September

9 General Meeting - Vets Building 6:30 PM
Speaker: Ken Hanley

16 Board of Directors Meeting 7:00 PM

24 - 27 RRFF Outing to Manzanita Lake (B. Laurie)

October

14 General Meeting - Vets Building 6:30 PM
21 Board of Directors Meeting 7:00 PM
22 - 25 RRFF Outing to Davis Lake (E. Barich)

November

1 Daylight Savings Time Ends
11 General Meeting - Vets Building 6:30 PM

12 - 15 RRFF Outing to Trinity River (Steelhead) or
Pyramid Lake (B. Laurie/E. Barich)

18 Board of Directors Meeting 7:00 PM

21 Winter Fly Casting Clinics — Begin November 21 at
12:00 noon until 2:30 PM.
Thereafter, clinics are held the first and third
Saturday of each month (weather permitting).

December

5 Russian River Steelhead Clinic (K. Magoon)

9 General Meeting - Vets Building 6:30 PM

10 - 13 RRFF Steelhead Outing to American River (B.
Laurie)

16 Board of Directors Meeting 7:00 PM

January 2016

13 General Meeting - Vets Building 6:30 PM
20 Board of Directors Meeting 7:00 PM

February 2016

10 General Meeting - Vets Building 6:30 PM
17 Board of Directors Meeting 7:00 PM
27 ANNUAL CIOPPINO DINNER
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Josh Tatum - Outdoor Pro Shop

We were all shocked and saddened to hear of the
sudden passing of Josh Tatum, Fly Fishing Manager
at the Outdoor Pro Shop. This was completely
unexpected and some of you saw him only hours
before at the store in Rohnert Park. Josh was always
a smiling face, a kind word and a vocal proponent for
smallmouth bass fishing on the Russian River, a
pastime he enjoyed once the steelhead season was
over.

Our deepest condolences to Josh's wife, family and
friends and to his fishing colleagues at the Outdoor
Pro Shop. Josh will be remembered well and missed
by all of us.

Casting About...

June General Meeting - RRFF Annual
Picnic at the Casting Pond - Saturday,
June 13th

Please join us on Saturday, June 13th, for our Annual
RRFF Picnic at the Casting Pond. Families and guests
are welcome and this event will serve as our June
General Meeting. Festivities will begin around 11:30
am, but we can use some help earlier to set up the
canopy and tables. Please bring chairs and feel free
to provide a potluck dish to share if you would like.
The club will provide the barbecue fare for the main
course, condiments, soft drinks and water.

Casting instruction will be available for those who
would like some pointers. Otherwise, bring your fly
rods and practice at one of only four casting venues
in the entire state. This is a social event and a
celebration of the friendships we have found as
Russian River Fly Fishers. Make plans now to
attend...

Thursday Evening Fly Casting Clinics...

Are held every Thursday evening, from 4:30 until
7:00 pm (weather permitting). Please join us at the
RRFF Casting Pond in Dan Galvin Park for an
enjoyable evening of casting practice and
camaraderie.
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Our Casting Clinics are always FREE and are OPEN TO
THE PUBLIC!

RRFF Opener Magic...

B 17 LA -y ’J -,P v

BEGINNERS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME! We do have
some equipment available for your use at the
Casting Pond if you do not have your own.

You may practice at the pond at any time during
regular Dan Galvin Park hours. Please remember
that we do not use hooks while practicing. Either cut
off your hook at the bend, or utilize a small piece of
yarn to simulate a fly.

For more information, please contact our Casting
Instruction Director Steve Tubbs @ 765-1787.

Join the RRFF on Facebook...

We currently have 548 members on our RRFF
Facebook page. You can keep up with the RRFF and
our fly fishing and conservation community by
joining us at:

http://www.facebook.com/russianriverflyfishers

We look forward to seeing you on Facebook!

RRFF Swap-Sell Table

Do you have lots of flyfishing gear that you know you
will never use? How about extra rods, reels, fly lines,
waders,...? Why not consider sharing your bounty
with other RRFF members who are new to flyfishing
or just getting started (with their own collections)?

Bring your surplus fly fishing stuff to any of our RRFF
General Meetings and lay it out on a table. Have in
mind what you would like to get for it and see if
somebody else can use it. Perhaps you could even
trade for that special item that has always eluded
you...

.....

It's a lot easier than searching Craig's List or EBay
and your extra gear may be just what another RRFF
member has been looking for!.

NEW RRFF Website

Please join us at www.rrflyfisher.org and let us
know how you like it!
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Thank you to Kelly Ames,
Heather Hamm and Randy
Urry for these Lake Siskiyou
RRFF Opener photos....

Support Our Local
Fly Fishing Businesses!

(and take advantage of their discounts when available)

Archuleta’s Reel Works

Custom fishing reel repair, servicing, and
manufacturing.

733 Detrick Drive, Grants Pass, OR 97527
(541) 956-1691

Bill Archuleta, owner
www.archuletasreelworks.com

King’s Sport and Tackle

Clothing, flies, rods, supplies, gear, accessories,
instruction, guide service, and canoe rental. 16258
Main Street, Guerneville, CA 95446

(707) 869-2156

www.Kingsrussianriver.com

Outdoor Pro Shop, Inc.

Fishing gear, supplies, fly fishing, flies, rods and
accessories.

412 Houser Street, Cotati, CA 94931

(707) 588-8033

Fax (707) 588-8035

www.outdoorproshop.com

RRFF Newsletter Submissions

Newsletter materials are due by the
fourth Monday of each month.

Please email submissions as an MSWord doc
to our newsletter editor:

Lorrin Ngum - lorrinn@aol.com
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RRFF Board of Directors

President: Steve Tubbs
765-1787 steve@kresky.com

Vice President and Outings Co-Chairman: Ken Magoon
527- 8376 magoon5294@aol.com

Secretary: Greg Jacobs
823-7341 gjacobs48@gmail.com

Treasurer: Mike Spurlock
(415)-599-6138 spurlinov@comcast.net

Casting Instruction Chairman: Steve Tubbs
765-1787 steve@kresky.com

Program Chairman: Joe Banovich
526-6015 joebanovich@sonic.net

Outings Co-Chairman: Bill Laurie
538-0399 blauriel20@att.net

Library Master: Don Shaw
664-8573 donjanshaw@comcast.net

Membership Dues Billing: Ed Barich
539-4608 ebarich@sonic.net

Special Events and City Liaison: Art Carney
539-2545 ccarney@sonic.net

Member at Large: Mike Kast
538-9762 michaelrkast@gmail.com

Member at Large: Tom Lynn
538-4366 the4lynns@sbcglobal.net

Membership Chairman: Doug Mackay
575-5709 demackay@sonic.net

Member at Large: Paul Matzen
795-8885 ggbridgeman@att.net

Membership Database: Ken Young
539-9649 wlk4fun@sbcglobal.net

Coordinators

Day Fishers Coordinator: Lee Soares
974-2651 frommewee@comcast.net

Newsletter Archives: Alan Campbell
527-8844 abc@sonic.net

Former Webmaster: John Iding THANK YOU!!!
(541) 218-2177 john4mykiss@gmail.com

Women’'s Activities: Susan Bostwick
815-5926 shbgold@gmail.com

Casting Pond Stewards: Doug & Sage Mackay
575-5709 demackay@sonic.net

Casting Pond Monitor: Binky Castleberry
527-9607 fsh2xsbc@earthlink net
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Russian River Fly Fishers
P.O. Box 2673
Santa Rosa, CA 95405

Russian River Fly Fishers Membership Application

I acknowledge in this agreement, and fully understand that it is a release of liability. | further acknowledge that I am waiving any right that | may
have to bring legal action or to assert a claim against Russian River Fly Fishers (RRFF) for its negligence. Any member who invites a non-member
(including member’s spouse and family) agrees that such guest is bound by the same conditions and agrees to so advise the guest. | have read this
statement and agree to its terms as a condition of my membership in the Russian River Fly Fishers. This agreement is valid for all RRFF sanctioned
events, (fishing outings, picnics, meetings).

Name Date Referred by

Address

City/State/Zip

Home Phone _ Work Phone _ E-mail Address*

How Can You Help the RRFF?

Occupation Signature _

* Required for e-mail newsletter
Please mark one of the following categories:

I apply as a new member: O Single membership — $50 annual dues
O Family membership — $55 annual dues

O Junior membership — $25 annual dues

Existing membership renewal: O Single membership — $50 annual dues
O Family membership — $55 annual dues

O Junior membership — $25 annual dues

Dues paid by a new member joining the RRFF after March 30th of any year will cover the balance of that year and also
the membership dues for the following fiscal year. The RRFF fiscal year runs from July 1st to June 30"

Please mail this application and your check payable to: Russian River Fly Fishers, P.O. Box 2673, Santa Rosa, CA 95405
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