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~ Exploding Tarpon Rattling Gill Plates ~
Photo by Kelly Ames

Headwaters…
Only a week ago, I enjoyed a delightful lobster
omelet and too-weak coffee just a mile or so from
the southernmost point of the continental United
States, a sparkling morning of sun and wind alive
with the tropical ambiance of Key West. Harpoon
Harry's, on Caroline Street, hosted my wistful
reflections on another successful week of tarpon
fishing the waters near Seven-Mile Bridge and Bahia
Honda. As always, my visit had gone too quickly. I
savored my breakfast and my last hours on Cayo
Hueso, adding imagery to a Florida Keys experience
that is never full. Memories of tarpon exploding
from the shallows, creating "holes in the ocean"
after rattling gill plates, violently attempting to shake
the tiny fly that restrains them; packs of migratory
tarpon picking their way across the flats, sometimes
numbering hundreds of fish, heading west to spawn
in the open ocean; spectacular "takes", vivid jumps
and a waterscape of tan, blues and greens alive with
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wonder and life. A week ago, I boarded a plane in
Key West. Slow to adjust, I am still getting up early
each morning and falling asleep early every evening,
often chilled by the marine layer that welcomed my
return to Sonoma County.
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Sunshine...Photo by Kelly Ames

Our RRFF Opener outing at Lake Siskiyou the first
weekend in May was an outstanding success! About
30 RRFF members joined us at our new venue and
most of those in attendance found fish. Holding the
outing after the actual Opening Day worked out well
and opened a lot of new water for exploration, and
the accommodations at the Lake Siskiyou Camp
Resort were certainly a step above our many years
at Cassel. The dining facilities at the Recreation
Room brought a new dimension to our evening
meals, further enhanced by hot showers that have
not been a part of our previous Openers. An
overwhelming consensus at our Saturday evening
dinner was to return to this venue next year, so it
looks as if changing things up a bit was indeed a
good thing. The kitchen staff was certainly happy!
My thanks to my co-hosts, John Frenzel, Heather
Hamm and Kelly Ames, for their culinary magic and
to Ken Magoon for his organizational assistance. It
was also nice to see RRFF Life Member Scotty
Broome, visiting from Southern California.

I would like to acknowledge our Board of Directors
as we move into a new year. Unfortunately, no one
has stepped forward to assume the presidency (or
vice presidency) so Ken and I are in a reluctant
holding pattern. Otherwise, we have a vibrant board
that is working hard to keep your club strong and
active. I welcome our newest additions – Derek
Campbell, who has expressed interest in acting as
our RRFF Conservation Chair, Gregg Wrisley, who
will function as a board member at large and Travis
Gianni, who wishes to be involved with our youth
education. The 2015 ballot for Board Members and
Officers is included in this newsletter, so take a

moment to see who is serving on our board and to
cast your vote for our continued success. Also check
out our new website at www.rrflyfisher.org and give
webmaster Mike Spurlock your feedback.
Please join us Saturday, June 13th for our annual
RRFF Picnic at the Casting Pond in Dan Galvin Park.
Festivities will begin around 11:00 – 11:30 am, but
we do need a few folks to show up early to help set
up the canopy and tables. Bring a lawn chair, your
fly rods, cold beverages and a willingness to share
the afternoon with your fellow RRFF’ers. Family and
friends are invited and the main course will be
provided by the Board, with Art Carney organizing. If
you would like to contribute your favorite potluck
dish, please feel free to do so. The picnic will take
the place of our June General Meeting, so there will
be nothing at the Veteran’s Memorial Building this
month. Likewise, next month our General Meeting
on Wednesday, July 8th, will also be held at the
Casting Pond and will begin at 6:00 pm. Our Sonoma
County evenings are often quite spectacular, so
make plans to join us at the only casting venue north
of the Golden Gate Angling and Casting Club. Again,
bring your chair and fly rods along with any
beverages you may wish to partake. Remember…no
hooks in the Casting Pond! We usually tie on a piece
of yarn to simulate a fly, or cut the hook off an actual
fly.
Our northern California waters are extremely low
and already warming. Please take care as you
practice catch and release and remember that water
temperatures approaching and over 69 degrees are
extremely stressful for our trout (who prefer cold
water below 60 degrees). It is best to limit your
fishing to early mornings, before the water temps
heat up, and to play and release your fish quickly
with as little handling as possible. If you can avoid
removing your fish from the water during the
release, that is even better!
May you enjoy the beautiful places that hold fish…
~ Steve Tubbs
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LAKE SISKIYOU GALLERY . . .

and don't forget . . . Our

RRFF Club Picnic is our June General Meeting!

Saturday, June 13th, at the RRFF Casting Pond in Dan Galvin Park
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June General Meeting - RRFF
Annual Picnic
Please join us on Saturday, June 13th, for our
Annual RRFF Picnic at the Casting Pond in Dan
Galvin Park. Families and guests are welcome and
this event will serve as our June General Meeting.
Festivities will begin around 11:30 am, but we can
use some help earlier to set up the canopy and
tables. Please bring chairs and feel free to provide a
potluck dish to share with everyone if you would
like. The club will provide the barbecue fare for the
main course, condiments, soft drinks and water,
hosted by board member Art Carney. Use adult
beverages at your discretion.
Casting instruction will be available for those who
would like some pointers. Otherwise, bring your fly
rods and practice at one of only four casting venues
in the entire state. This is a social event and a
celebration of the friendships we have discovered as
Russian River Fly Fishers. Make plans now to attend.

Casting About...
Officer and Board Member
Elections
Please take a moment to look at the Officer and
Board Member ballot on Page 7 of this newsletter.
We have an active board that is working hard to
make the RRFF the premier fly fishing club in
Northern California.
The Candidate Slate is listed for your
approval...including new board members Derek
Campbell, Gregg Wrisley and Travis Gianni. Cast
your vote to accept the candidates as presented or
write-in additional nominations. Please return all
ballots at the June Picnic or by mail by June 30th.
The new board becomes active on July 1st.

Join the RRFF on Facebook
We currently have 553 members on our RRFF
Facebook page. You can keep up with the RRFF and
our fly fishing and conservation community by
joining us at:
http://www.facebook.com/russianriverflyfishers
We look forward to seeing you on Facebook!

Welcome New Members
The Russian River Fly Fishers would like to welcome
new member Nicolas Wells.
You should receive your new member information
within the next few weeks and our RRFF newsletter,
The CAST, will be sent to you via email. If you have
any questions about our club, please contact one of
our RRFF board members. All contact information is
listed in the newsletter, as well as information
regarding upcoming events, outings and meetings.
Our monthly General Meeting is usually the second
Wednesday of each month at 7:00 pm in the Lodge
Room of the Santa Rosa Veteran's Memorial
Building. However, our June meeting is the annual
RRFF Picnic at the Casting Pond on Saturday, June
13th. Our July General Meeting will also be held at
the Casting Pond on Wednesday, June 8th beginning
at 6:00 pm. To receive the most benefit from your
RRFF membership, we encourage you to join us at
the Casting Pond and on our monthly fishing outings.
Your participation in our activities will determine
what you experience with our club.
Our new Membership Database Director is Ken
Young (539-9649).
If you have membership
questions, please contact him.
Welcome Aboard!
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Thursday Evening Fly Casting
Clinics
Our RRFF Fly Casting Instruction Program held every
Thursday evening, from 4:30 until 7:00 pm (weather
permitting). Please join us at the RRFF Casting Pond
in Dan Galvin Park for an enjoyable evening of
casting practice and camaraderie.

Calendar of Events
Casting Clinic - Every Thursday evening 4:30PM - 7:00PM
(weather permitting)

June
4-7
13

RRFF Outing to Digger Creek Ranch - $100 per
angler. Maximum fourteen members.
General Meeting - Club Picnic at the Casting
Pond 11:00 AM
Board of Directors Meeting 7:00 PM

Our Casting Clinics are always FREE and are OPEN TO
THE PUBLIC!

17

BEGINNERS ARE WELCOME! We do have some
equipment available for your use at the Casting Pond
if you do not have your own.

8
General Meeting - Picnic at Casting Pond 6 PM
15
Board of Directors Meeting 7:00 PM
17 - 19 RRFF Outing to San Joaquin River Delta for
Stripers and Bass

You may practice at the pond at any time during
regular Dan Galvin Park hours. Please remember
that we do not use hooks while practicing. Either
cut off your hook at the bend, or utilize a small piece
of yarn to simulate a fly.

August

For more information, please contact our Casting
Instruction Director Steve Tubbs @ 765-1787.

July

No General Meeting!

19
Board of Directors Meeting 7:00 PM
27 - 31 RRFF Outing to Alpine Lake (B. Laurie)

September
9

General Meeting - Vets Building 6:30 PM
Speaker: Ken Hanley
16
Board of Directors Meeting 7:00 PM
24 - 27 RRFF Outing to Manzanita Lake (B. Laurie)

October

RRFF Swap-Sell Table
Do you have lots of flyfishing gear that you know you
will never use? How about extra rods, reels, fly lines,
waders,...? Why not consider sharing your bounty
with other RRFF members who are new to flyfishing
or just getting started (with their own collections)?
Bring your surplus fly fishing stuff to any of our RRFF
General Meetings and lay it out on a table. Have in
mind what you would like to get for it and see if
somebody else can use it. Perhaps you could even
trade for that special item that has always eluded
you...
It's a lot easier than searching Craig's List or EBay
and your extra gear may be just what another RRFF
member has been looking for!.

Check out the Russian River Fly Fishers
on the Internet at

www.rrflyfisher.org

14
General Meeting - Vets Building 6:30 PM
21
Board of Directors Meeting 7:00 PM
22 - 25 RRFF Outing to Davis Lake (E. Barich)

November
1
Daylight Savings Time Ends
11
General Meeting - Vets Building 6:30 PM
12 - 15 RRFF Outing to Trinity River (Steelhead) or
Pyramid Lake (B. Laurie/E. Barich)
18
Board of Directors Meeting 7:00 PM
21
Winter Fly Casting Clinics – Begin November 21 at
12:00 noon until 2:30 PM.
Thereafter, clinics are held the first and third
Saturday of each month (weather permitting).

December
5
Russian River Steelhead Clinic (K. Magoon)
9
General Meeting - Vets Building 6:30 PM
10 - 13 RRFF Steelhead Outing to American River (B.
Laurie)
16
Board of Directors Meeting 7:00 PM

January 2016
13
20

General Meeting - Vets Building 6:30 PM
Board of Directors Meeting 7:00 PM

February 2016
10
17
27

General Meeting - Vets Building 6:30 PM
Board of Directors Meeting 7:00 PM
ANNUAL CIOPPINO DINNER
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Support Our Local
Fly Fishing Businesses!
(and take advantage of their discounts when available)

Archuleta’s Reel Works
Custom fishing reel repair, servicing, and
manufacturing.
733 Detrick Drive, Grants Pass, OR 97527
(541) 956-1691
Bill Archuleta, owner
www.archuletasreelworks.com

President: Steve Tubbs
765-1787 steve@kresky.com
Vice President and Outings Co-Chairman: Ken Magoon
527- 8376 magoon5294@aol.com
Secretary: Greg Jacobs
823-7341 gjacobs48@gmail.com
Treasurer: Mike Spurlock
(415)-599-6138 spurlinov@comcast.net

King’s Sport and Tackle
Clothing, flies, rods, supplies, gear, accessories,
instruction, guide service, and canoe rental. 16258
Main Street, Guerneville, CA 95446
(707) 869-2156
www.kingsrussianriver.com
Outdoor Pro Shop, Inc.
Fishing gear, supplies, fly fishing, flies, rods and
accessories.
412 Houser Street, Cotati, CA 94931
(707) 588-8033
Fax (707) 588-8035
www.outdoorproshop.com

Casting Instruction Chairman: Steve Tubbs
765-1787 steve@kresky.com
Program Chairman: Joe Banovich
526-6015 joebanovich@sonic.net
Outings Co-Chairman: Bill Laurie
538-0399 blaurie120@att.net
Library Master: Don Shaw
664-8573 donjanshaw@comcast.net
Membership Dues Billing: Ed Barich
539-4608 ebarich@sonic.net
Special Events and City Liaison: Art Carney
539-2545 ccarney@sonic.net
Member at Large: Mike Kast
538-9762 michaelrkast@gmail.com

Thank You - Jack Vallerga!
I would like to acknowledge and thank long-time
RRFF member Jack Vallerga for his generous
contribution of $1,000.00 to the Russian River Fly
Fishers.
From fly fishing in Baja to our annual and monthly
club outings, Jack has shared some of our clubs most
memorable adventures. I particularly remember a
trip to Loreto where Jack, his brother Dan, Ron
Gustafson and I skipped dinner and headed off to
town. Jack was our anchor that night, as we stopped
at various markets and eating establishments, the
next morning's fishing influenced by our enthusiasm.
Thank you, Jack...for your support and continued
commitment to the RRFF.
~ Steve Tubbs

RRFF Newsletter Submissions
Newsletter materials are due the fourth Monday of each
month. Please email submissions as an MSWord doc to
our newsletter editor:

Lorrin Ngum - lorrinn@aol.com

RRFF Board of Directors

Member at Large: Tom Lynn
538-4366 the4lynns@sbcglobal.net
Membership Chairman: Doug Mackay
575-5709 demackay@sonic.net
Member at Large: Paul Matzen
795-8885 ggbridgeman@att.net
Membership Database: Ken Young
539-9649 wlk4fun@sbcglobal.net

Coordinators
Day Fishers Coordinator: Lee Soares
974-2651 frommewee@comcast.net
Newsletter Archives: Alan Campbell
527-8844 abc@sonic.net
Former Webmaster: John Iding
THANK YOU!!!
(541) 218-2177 john4mykiss@gmail.com
Women’s Activities: Susan Bostwick
815-5926 shbgold@gmail.com
Casting Pond Stewards: Doug & Sage Mackay
575-5709 demackay@sonic.net
Casting Pond Monitor: Binky Castleberry
527-9607 fsh2xsbc@earthlink.net
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Russian River Fly Fishers
P.O. Box 2673
Santa Rosa, CA 95405

Russian River Fly Fishers Membership Application
I acknowledge in this agreement, and fully understand that it is a release of liability. I further acknowledge that I am waiving any right that I may
have to bring legal action or to assert a claim against Russian River Fly Fishers (RRFF) for its negligence. Any member who invites a non-member
(including member’s spouse and family) agrees that such guest is bound by the same conditions and agrees to so advise the guest. I have read this
statement and agree to its terms as a condition of my membership in the Russian River Fly Fishers. This agreement is valid for all RRFF sanctioned
events, (fishing outings, picnics, meetings).
Name____________________________________________________________ Date__________________ Referred by____________________________
Address ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Home Phone _ ______________________________ Work Phone _ _______________________________ E-mail Address* _________________________
How Can You Help the RRFF? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Occupation_______________________________________________________ Signature _ ___________________________________________________
* Required for e-mail newsletter

Please mark one of the following categories:
I apply as a new member: ❍ Single membership – $50 annual dues

❍ Family membership – $55 annual dues
❍ Junior membership – $25 annual dues
Existing membership renewal: ❍ Single membership – $50 annual dues

❍ Family membership – $55 annual dues
❍ Junior membership – $25 annual dues
Dues paid by a new member joining the RRFF after March 30th of any year will cover the balance of that year and also
the membership dues for the following
fiscal year.
TheFly
RRFF
fiscal year runs from July 1st to June 30th
Russian
River
Fishers
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Please mail this application and your check payable to: Russian

